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I. 2007 OAH Awards and Prizes

The Organization of American Historians sponsors annual awards
and prizes given in recognition of scholarly and professional
EETDTYTOT00000W T Tur 10Eu0T OTUREEOuTB00002/ 01 EUTHION0IUUBOEGD-
gratulating the following 2007 OAH award and prize winners.

Distinguished Service Award

enriched our understanding and appreciation of American history

This year the executive board of the Organization of American His-
torians confers its Distinguished Service Award on two individuals:
Roy Rosenzweig and David M. Kennedy.

The executive board recognizes Roy Rosenzweig, George Mason
University, for his outstanding contributions to labor and public
history, and his dedication to reaching new and diverse audi-
TOETUEUTR=UTOUTE®OIT0xeOOT 10O Tul FOUIUMOWT TOUTUOTNENTOIE
technology and new media. Over his more than thirty-year career, Rosenzweig
Rosenzweig’s work has served as a model of collaborative, public-

spirited service and research.

Roy Rosenzweig is the Mark and Barbara Fried Professor of History
and New Media; College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished Profes-
sor of History; and Director of the Center for History and New
Media, George Mason University, where he has taught since 1981.
Rosenzweig earned his Ph.D. in history at Harvard (1978). His dis-
sertation, later published as Eight Hours for What We Will: Workers
and Leisure in an Industrial City, 1880-1920 (Cambridge University
Press, 1983) insisted that explorations into popular amusements
and pastimes are as central to our understanding of working class
xO0BEUE Y U0 TuxEYTUOUNMIIUBOTUEOEWUTOxIROOUI=UOITUUAThe Park
and the People: A History of Central Park, coauthored with Elizabeth
Blackmar (Cornell University Press, 1992) won prizes for urban his-
tory, historic preservation, and New York history, and remains the
of History in American Life (1998), Rosenzweig and coauthor David
Thelen challenged us to move beyond our pessimism regarding
Americans’ lack of historical knowledge, and to appreciate our pub-
lics’ deep personal connections to the past through the compilation
of genealogies, memorabilia collections, and museum visits.

Rosenzweig is unmatched among his peers as an advocate for new
media and technology and he has guided (and sometimes gently
pushed) many of us through the technological revolution. He has
E110EVUOERENT EubblTuERUIO 1100 T TUBOTUO T EDEIXUOTT ENUBD TIETY
DOEOUETUNT Ty OTUBEECU20EEN = BU0OUAN/UOTTEN" *#11 - , ’Who Built
America? (2000); his additional participation as an editor and author
of the print volumes represented a culmination of a life’s dedication
16uTp0000aR TUOOWTTIEOYO OuUx2uiOUr1 OauEOEIOEO a0 TOIECOTETUT U
at the ASHP. In 1994 Rosenzweig founded the Center for History
and New Media at George Mason University, which has been at
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Kennedy

promote an inclusive and democratic understanding of the past,
while reaching new and diverse audiences.

A life member of the OAH, Rosenzweig has aided numerous
OUTEODAEINOOENXUOTUEOUEOEEOO O TTUOYTUITTuxEVITYTOUTTO
years. He played a lead role in incorporating electronic technology
into the various programs and operations, including serving on the
T01EIUOOREEE YRUOUAEOO OBYT T

The Executive Board of the Organization of American Historians
also confers the Distinguished Service Award upon David M. Ken-
nedy, who has profoundly shaped our understanding of the 20th
Century American experience through the publication of the highly
regarded Over Here: The First World War and American Society Over
Here (1980), and the Pulitzer Prize winning Freedom From Fear: The
American People in Depression and War (1999). Over the course of his
more than forty years as a historian, Kennedy has demonstrated a
strong commitment to history education and the preparation of his-
tory teachers, as well as making important contributions to contem-
porary debates over issues of immigration, cultural diversity, and
UTTux<UTWETOEATUOUT TV TRUOUOTUOUUM UUEAUSOLOEIOUOT PUXEXT Uy
and magazines.

David M. Kennedy is the Donald J. McLachlan Professor of History
at Stanford University, where he has taught since 1967. He received
his PhD in American Studies from Yale University in 1968, and
UTUTTual EVOOEDTUUTETOYTEWTTuY EOEUOSL/ WaTui Ol ToUur UUIEOOOUBIrth
Control in America: The Career of Margaret Sanger. In 1988 Stanford
honored Kennedy with its Dean’s Award for Outstanding Teach-
ing and again in 2005 with the Hoagland Prize for Undergraduate
Teaching. He is also a member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences.

His service to the OAH has been exemplary, including a term on the
OAH Executive Board (2002-2005). Kennedy has been a particular
friend to precollegiate teachers and has served as a featured speaker
for the National Council for History Education and the Organiza-
tion of History Teachers; as a co-organizer of the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History seminar on the West, the Depression
and the New Deal; and a participant in Teaching American History
seminars. His books are widely used in high schools.

Kennedy’s research and writing, his immeasurable contributions
to the profession, and tireless dedication to his students make him
richly deserving of the high honor this award conveys.

OAH Friend of History Award

The OAH Friend of History Award recognizes an individual (who is not
necessarily a professional historian), an institution, or organization for
outstanding support for the pursuit of historical research, for the public
presentation of history, or for the work of the Organization of American
Historians. This year the OAH executive board recognizes two individuals
and an institution. The individuals are U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd and
Dr. Libby O’Connell, Chief Historian and Senior Vice President for Corpo-
rate Outreach and Educational Initiatives for A&E Television Networks.
The institution is The History Channel of the A&E Television Networks.
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Born in North Carolina in 1917, Senator Robert C. Byrd was raised
in the coal mining regions of West Virginia. He was elected to the
state house of delegates in 1946, to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in 1952, and to the United States Senate in 1958. Although he
OTYTUWEYTOETEEONT TIOTTUENELEYTOEWEPWETOOMEWOTTRER OT0R-
can University while serving as a United States Senator, graduating
in 1963. He also received a B.A. in political science from Marshall

University in 1994.

Senator Byrd was elected Senate Democratic Whip in 1971 and
210E0Tuw1 OOEUENREL+TEETUSOMNAAL = TUTUYTEEOEIOUIaTEET U
from 1977 to 1981, and again from 1985 to 1989. He is currently the
ETEUOEOOIITTu210ENTy  xxU0xUDEROOU " 0O Oy TTLEOEL<UTUETO
pro tempore of the Senate, positions he also held from 1989 to 1995
and again from 2001 to 2003.

A four-volume collection of his speeches on various aspects of the
Senate’s history was published as The Senate, 1789-1989: Addresses on
the History of the Senate p4528i&3/8 . NULITNNRARS T Tur LY OIU O TLOIIT Ty
collection, published in 1989, won the Society for History in the Feder-
al Government’s Henry Adams Prize as “an outstanding contribution
UOWTUTEVETOOWT TUNBUIOUAO LT 16T ETUEQOYTUOO T Oli2u Y AUENTEUENIO
published The Senate of the Roman Republic: Addresses on the History of
Roman Constitutionalismu&0YTUIOOT00/BOROT: - SETUNNKA

In 2001, Senator Byrd introduced legislation which led to/the

These grants were to be used to improve the teaching of American
history, as distinct from social studies, in America’s public schools.
The goal of this program is to allow for local school districts and
institutions with expertise in American history to collaborate over a
three-year period to help teachers develop the knowledge and skills
necessary to teach traditional American history in an exciting and
engaging way. In 2006, the department awarded 124 grants totaling
more than $118 million to school districts in 38 states. The previ-
ous year, some 129 grants totaling more than $118 million were
awarded to school districts in forty states. In all, over a half-bil-

lion dollars in federal funds have been awarded to school systems
around the country.

In 2004, Senator Byrd helped pass legislation that required “each
federal institution that receives federal fund_s‘tq hold an eduqationql
xUOTUEOLO0WT 114424 * 00URIUBO02100u"* 00URIUBOO:#E a2 xTOET Us
UOTOIEESRUTIESL - SETWOT=p000Uaw = _ ABBiTIOWT Tt 1 xENOT OO
Homeland Security.

Since Senator Byrd was unable to be with us today to receive his
award, several OAH leaders went to Washington to bestow it upon
him there on March 1. Accompanied by a half of dozen other OAH
members, they presented him with a plaque in his U.S. Capitol
EUBEIOTUOSE15:21 OEIOU ! AUEUPEURPREYTUTEIEOEITOOOUT EAEOEY
spent 45 minutes with the OAH group discussing the importance

of history. He told the group that his “study of both English and
Roman history . . . inspired me to understand the dangers inherent
DOWTTLLTETEQUECEUEOITu Y U0y EOYORUIVEIROOUT FOUIULIOTUEUxuOOUTY
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O’Connell

THE
HISTORY
CHANNEL.

EOELOOUTuxOPTUWELITTuIRXTOUTLOLITT10T TRUENRY TUEUEOE T G2y = TWOOUT Eu
UTEN?9%1 Pl OETEYOULETUTUY TUOOUTEYTOROOEOEIU» x OULEITTul T E-
eral level than the promotion of the study of our national heritage.
It is of the utmost importance that the federal government pro-
motes the teaching of history in our public schools and encourages
them to develop, implement, and strengthen classes in American
history. That is why | created the Teaching American History Grant
ZUOTUEO 2w = TWTEQOTEL. = 12i0UUTEOTOPAIO TUEOEIE X xUTEDERRO T-u
TOUT FOUIUG Y AUELEOOEIUET EVEAEOOTUEIUOEROTAUTTu . =000
centennial. . .. One hundred years of promoting excellence in the
scholarship, the teaching, and the presentation of American history
U TIELODIO0NE TENEOOENTuxUUxOUTY?

The Organization of American Historians deeply appreciates all
that Senator Byrd has done and continues to do to promote the
cause of American history. He is indeed a Friend of History.

Launched in January 1995, The History Channel, a mainstream
cable television channel produced by A&E Television Networks
(AETN), has presented audiences around the world with more than
a decade of history related programming. For most of that time,

Dr. Libby O’Connell has been a model for how to use the power
of television to educate and inspire. In her current role at A&E, she
serves as historical advisor for the History Channel’s programming
department, develops and produces educational and community-
based initiatives, and oversees onsite video production with orga-
nizations such as the Smithsonian Institution and the National Park
Service. Two of her educational initiatives—Save Our History and
UTTurpOTUEXTau /U0 ERTOU2ETOO]  TEYTWIETOYTEWT TuxUTURTOOU0
Governor’s Award from the Academy of Television Arts and Sci-
TOET U - 7** OO0 100ECEUTTUUIE FUENUGuxUOYRE T4l EUEEIROOEWEOOUT Olui Ol
the websites of the AETN. In large part due to O’Connell’s consulta-
tions and collaborations with an increasing number of professional
historians, the quality of programming on The History Channel has
greatly improved over the years.

O’Connell received her M.A. and Ph.D. in history from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Her doctoral work was in seventeenth-century
history, focusing on the relationship between Great Britain and the
American colonies. She has taught history at Long Island Univer-
sity and has served as president of Raynham Hall Museum on
Long Island. O’Connell currently serves on the boards of several
organizations, including the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
American History, the Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, the
Civil War Preservation Trust, and National History Day. She is also
on the Council of Scholar Advisors for George Washington’s home,
Mount Vernon.

Dr. O’Connell and The History Channel have been longtime ad-
vocates of the Organization of American Historians and continue
UUxxOURO TRIWEOOUENOTTROTIEOEIOEIOUITEE TR0 Tux UEBEEROOLIT Ty
OAH Magazine of Historysi%OUEQO 0T T80T FOUIUENIVEOUERO TUT Ty
best professional history for broad public audiences, the Organi-
zation of American Historians honors Libby O’Connell and The

History Channel as a 2007 Friend of History.
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Frederick Jackson Turner Award
1OUEQUEUITOUDur DBEOOOUETERO Tubb TWOO TWRTORr EEOUX TEUTWOI O1Up-
can history

PEVEEOO OB T TauSHE 0B+ UB&0i4-OY T U00EuOTL" *ERIOUOREN(UYOT 0" TERUD:
200EOL 88010004 08Y TU0RIAO LS EUTROTIOONEOEN20TY10604 UUTIOEON
Georgia Institute of Technology.

Ned Blackhawk, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Violence over
the Land: Indians and Empires in the Early American West (Harvard
University Press, 2006)

By placing American Indians at the center of U.S. history, this
UP 1100 TUOEUUERY TUEUTEOUOT PUTUOUOEEEIOUUUT YT UEr 10E Vo
Spanish Borderlands, American Indian history, the U.S. West, and
nineteenth-century U.S. history. Drawing upon a wide body of
recent scholarship and adding his own research into previously
neglected groups, Blackhawk presses beyond familiar caricatures
of Indians as tragic victims and noble resistors. His book presents
Indians of the Great Basin as richly complex peoples engaged in
an insistently violent struggle to resist successive colonial encoun-

Blackhawk

and the U.S. cavalry. Amidst such maelstroms, they forged lives of
sustenance and meaning. National in its implications, the story is
revealed most powerfully at the level of individual families who
both perished and survived under conditions that most people can
portrait will alter not only the ways historians understand western
Indians, but also the ways they understand the United States.

Honorable Mention

Aaron Sachs, Cornell University, The Humboldt Current: Nineteenth-
Century Exploration and the Roots of American Environmentalism
(Viking, 2006). This inventive, highly literate study locates the roots
of modern environmentalism in a rich intellectual stream running
from Alexander von Humboldt through a diverse cast of nine-
teenth-century writers, explorers, naturalists, and graphic artists
from Clarence King to George Wallace Melville to John Muir. A
truly distinctive historical brew of science, geography, literature,
and the arts, this surprising, engaging book casts fresh light upon
UTTUETT x0auEOEDYEN OluUTOURENRRT U TEWOIOUOL OTREEOENIUETUy
toward nature to this day. Capturing a sense of the American West’s
imagination, this is intellectual history at its very best.

2007 OAH Awards Ceremony and Presidential Address 7



Nelson

Merle Curti Award
for the best book published in American social, intellectual, or cul-
tural history

PEUEIEOOOIYTTa = 100218004 0pYTUR0au0l* *ERIOUGREN+00s  OTI0TM
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Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend (Oxford
University Press, 2006).

UETEUMDTUM02uP BT O0U0IU Tl UUEaWOWUOEIENEOEEUNUUENTOUIOUA
that tells a multilayered story about labor, race, and railroads in
the era of Reconstruction, Steel Drivin’ Man shows how a study of
popular culture can illuminate the struggles of common laborers
and the inequities of the southern chain gang. Exploring historical
memory, myth-making, and music in the decades by tracing the
OUBTHOUOIITTUOOUUTEOUETE000UOO T b 0428 T0I0UN2EO i1 120-
OOEU—T0000u 6000 P UITTHOO TEEUT T WO WUOO TUEEOUN?)OTOL = 10002
a mythic African American prison-gang laborer who became a
xOxUIEUDEODIEOEUAOEONOTWEENENROIOUIRETEEOELPOUOTUUZUIDUT TOT Uy
Nelson tells a moving story about how legends are created, circu-
lated, and transformed in meaning by telling the history of the real
John Henry and his death while detailing how the song that told
his story was put to use in the service of various social movements
over the next century. Elegant, accessible, and engaging, Steel
Drivin’ Man reveals the archaeological process of historical research
and history writing, compelling readers to understand how all of
us come to understand the past. Based upon astonishing research,
—10000u0T000EOu100@UTOhUIIOUAEEOUNBOIUURET WEENONMEOELOOUILO-
portant of all, why we study history and how those in the present
become engaged with the past.

Honorable Mention

Joan M. Jensen, New Mexico State University, Calling This Place
Home: Women on the Wisconsin Frontier, 1850-1925 (Minnesota His-
torical Society Press, 2006).

An impressively researched regional history, Calling This Place Home
DULEOUEE OBUEE(TuT FOUNIOWTEOOUIUUENNOUEEUT TUNEOEWO YO TUE TUENIT Tu
lived experience of women in northern Wisconsin. Jensen integrates
personal and family memory with broader social history in ways
that bring to life the broad economic and demographic forces
UTEGOUEGUIOUOT EWTTWT TROOSOTETIO To0awb Uy 1 OUEOEIEEUT EuUxO0u
extraordinary research, Calling This Place Home is an outstanding
exemplar of social history, revealing the archival gems that a histo-
UDEQUEEOur OEWOUUEITUEOEIOOEENTINIOUBEENUOED T DT UWEOEWD TENEEOETY
done with them. Sharing with the reader how she makes sense of
source material, Jensen reveals the mind of a master social historian
at work, capturing what is to be gained by understanding the past
through the lens of women’s history.
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Intellectual/Cultural History

Moon-Ho Jung, University of Washington, Coolies and Cane: Race,
Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation (The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2006).

3TIEOOOYTTWIEOTOPAT U TRUEOOOUOURTIOERIALEOELT00PUTOETLON
argument, a brilliant and compelling intervention in the histo-
riography of the Age of Emancipation, and an exemplary work
fusing intellectual and cultural history. Coolies and Cane unpacks
ITTuOUAlD>TLOTEOO TUEOE X ORIEELUUTUO I TTWETELOIPEOOMT U2

in debates over slavery, free labor, immigration, and U.S. colonial
ambitions in both the Caribbean and Asia. We admired Moon-Ho
YUOTUEOO OEOELOIEDFTUTONTBUIOUIO TUE X 18T ULEOOENODO Tux ORBIBEEN
social, intellectual, and cultural history perspectives in a subtle and
compelling history. Tying in a deeply researched investigation of
migrant Chinese plantation labor in Louisiana and the Caribbean
with larger debates about enslaved, free, and coolie labor, Moon-Ho
Jung weaves a complex story with great clarity, acuity, and force.
An ambitious book that nevertheless remains elegant and com-
pact, Coolies and CanesOEQETTUOET10T100aEYUOT EWOEIEINEDEY
political formations while providing an eloquent and sweeping
narrative that brings together ideological, economic, and cultural
TOUETUECEEYTOUEITUETIP TTOWT Tu0OEEMITTUT TOOOENWIT TWOEROOEN
and the international.

Honorable Mention

Howard Brick, Washington University in Saint Louis, Transcend-
ing Capitalism: Visions of a New Society in Modern American Thought
(Cornell University Press, 2006)

A work of tremendous breadth and rigor that promises to have a
OEIOUHOXEELOOUT TUTRUI0U2uOIOOETU0N  OTWEEORE TUERIONTran-
scending Capitalism is notable for its lucid analysis of notoriously
thorny problems in the history of social thought. In a classic intel-
01E0UEQTB000U0 = OPEUELY BEOLOEOETTUMUEDEIOUEUITIUO 10O
EOITOENYDEUEMEUITOUMEOEWTTUEUOEE T Unr TOEUROuD TRETUIT T 2ub 000N
EUURO TUELEOTEUux ENTUITUOUT TUTRUIOO TUEX TOEWTREOT U TEWTEY Ty
bedeviled other scholars. Approaching capitalism as a complex
theoretical problem in its own right, Brick treats how a broad range
Ol OTUEECUITIOOTUNEYTO x(TEWIOuT RxIEDOEOEWOIY Tl T TWIOEDENTI-
fects of capitalism, creating a complex and varied tradition that has
changed over time. Tracing a line through many of the most famous
social scientists and intellectuals of the twentieth century, Brick
explores how they dealt with the challenges of capitalism’s social
O1@UERI2UEOERIUN F1EIROOWET OOEUEREWOED U206 19T TBOTUUED-
EpOUU02u TOPUITEUBOUT00T EJUELIVEEDROONT OTETTEsPbl TuOEIOUEUIUT Ol
in modern social theory, from Marxist ideas through theories about
liberal individualism and consumer consumption, Brick takes on a
wide range of ideas. Ambitious, persuasive, and original, this book

UUTEOTORAT ELEANTTLEOO OB T T OUBINUTOTOEOUUEETHTYTO 10U
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Ray Allen Billington Prize

IOUTTLETOREOO0wOL  OTUREEGUIUOOURTUsTOUIOUANET y OT EVEUOEECRUIOUE IOy
include the pioneer periods of all geographical areas and comparisons
between American frontiers and others
/R&EOO Oy TTai1 EOGO& URaUUT A0:4-0BY T00AU0 " *ERIOUOREN2E QAT TOW

, OUTEQX—TPug0U0u4 OBy TU0RUad

Pablo R. Mitchell, Oberlin College, Coyote Nation: Sexuality, Race,
and Conquest in Modernizing New Mexico, 1880-1920 (The University
of Chicago Press, 2005).

Pablo Mitchell’s Coyote Nation: Sexuality, Race, and Conquest in Mod-
ernizing New Mexico, 1880-1920 (The University of Chicago Press,
2005), is this year’s Billington Prize winner for its depth of scholar-
ship, theoretical rigor, careful reading of textual source, and narra-
tive elegance. Coyote Nation is a dazzling history of the body in the
Mitchell  context of colonial conquest: New Mexico’s territorial incorporation
into the United States. Focusing on the minutia of bodily comport-
ment and dress, on postures and disposition, on consumption and
notions of health, Mitchell links behavior to notions of citizenship,
citizenship to race, and race to white supremacy. Looking at the
complex class and ethnoracial geography of New Mexico—where
Anglos, Hispanos, Native Americans, and African Americans
coexisted—Miitchell moves beyond the black/white narrative of race
UTOEROOUSOWT 114520000 TO PUTOPWTTIOTETEOIOUOTENFTUT OIDEN
inclusion were organized largely on the basis of bodily evaluations.
He explicates the logic of exclusion showing how Pueblo Indian
children were tutored at Anglo-run boarding schools, how courts
IUETTEUTOETY = BUXEQOUEOENT Ui TUTubpOUIT a0 uxUOUTEROONP TOETY
group’s rituals were orderly in order to establish how the norma-
tive, patriarchal white body of colonialism was constructed and
how it was imposed at the most intimate levels.

Avery O. Craven Award
for the most original book on the coming of the Civil War, the Civil War years, or
the era of Reconstruction, with the exception of works of purely military history

PEUBEOO O Tawt#E VREUGH 1 T TI0LSENT 14 09Y 100 0aL" * TEBUL3TOOE )i
1U0P 00408 Y 1U0pUEuOT2000Tu**EUOBOELEOEY 1 UTOEEu$E20TY10U0004-0BY10-
sity of California, Los Angeles.

. EUOu$0000Y, Wagner College, **000Uz 1 00Eu) UUBETw 0EBOOUBOUUTETUEOE
the Quest for Racial Equality from the Civil War to Plessy v. Ferguson
(Oxford University Press, 2006). Color-Blind JusticedUu0T TurU00UT -
OUUIUTEIO TOUOuTOUALaT EUUOLITOULO UETWOOO T TOTET Eur TUUTHOWT Ty
history of race relations. Through deep research, great sensitivity

to the racial and social contexts of the late nineteenth century, and
some eloquent writing, Elliot shows us a Tourgée who truly was a
pioneer of the tradition of antiracism in its early years. The work

is also an excellent on the ground biography of a carpetbagger’s
TRx100TOETHO0uL TEOOUIVUEROOL—OUIT Y *EUOROELIOUUTSTUPENELOEIOU
OUTUEV20u0T TEOWEOEux OBUREEY TUUTLEOEWTOWEOOOur OENaOEAERO T
TOUU00U2U0OEWEUTTOUTEETUTDXY  UEur UULEOOOUE auEua0 U0 TWET OO

Elliott
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